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Our economy continues on its remarkable
path, but we must press forward with the
strategy that has brought us thus far. We have
a lot to do to strengthen Social Security and
Medicare in the months ahead to maintain
our fiscal discipline and begin to pay down
this debt; to renew our public schools so that
they can play the role that they must play
in preparing all of our people to succeed in
the economy we are working to build; and
to bring economic opportunity where it is still
not in sufficient supply in underinvested
urban and rural areas in America.

With a steady strategy and now, a strong
economic team, I am confident we can enter
the 21st century stronger than ever. But I
would like to say that more than any other
single citizen, Bob Rubin deserves the credit
for building all the teams we’ve had with all
the members, because he started with his
National Economic Council. No one had
ever made it work before. No one had ever
made it really a priority to bring together all
the strands and all the economic actors, to
bring together the State Department and the
Treasury Department and the Commerce
Department and the Export-Import Bank
and the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration and a lot of other things most Amer-
icans had never heard of. He brought it all
together. He got us to work as a team. He
worked for a consensus. He was always hon-
est with me in presenting disagreements, and
he built a spirit and a belief that we could
actually make this economy what it ought to
be for our people. That will be his enduring
achievement, along with the fact that every-
body believed as long as he was Secretary
of the Treasury, nothing bad could happen.

Ladies and gentlemen, Bob Rubin.
Secretary Rubin. Thank you.
The President. You’re not used to this.

[At this point, Treasury Secretary Robert E.
Rubin, Treasury Secretary-Designate Law-
rence H. Summers, and Deputy Treasury
Secretary-Designate Stuart E. Eizenstat
made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you very much, la-
dies and gentlemen. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:48 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Memorandum on the Report to
Congress Regarding Conditions in
Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma
May 12, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Report to the Congress Regarding
Conditions in Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma

Pursuant to the requirements set forth
under the heading ‘‘Policy Toward Burma’’
in section 570(d) of the FY 1997 Foreign Op-
erations Appropriations Act, as contained in
the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations
Act (Public Law 104–208), a report is re-
quired every 6 months following enactment
concerning:

1) progress toward democratization in
Burma;

2) progress on improving the quality of life
of the Burmese people, including progress
on market reforms, living standards, labor
standards, use of forced labor in the tourist
industry, and environmental quality; and

3) progress made in developing a com-
prehensive, multilateral strategy to bring de-
mocracy to and improve human rights prac-
tices and the quality of life in Burma, includ-
ing the development of a dialogue between
the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC) and democratic opposition groups in
Burma.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit the report fulfilling these require-
ments to the appropriate committees of the
Congress and to arrange for publication of
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Continued
Operations of United States Forces
in Bosnia and Herzegovina
May 12, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 1203 of the Strom Thurmond Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal
Year 1999, Public Law 105–261 (the Act),
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requires submission of a report to the Con-
gress whenever the President submits a re-
quest for funds for continued operations of
U.S. forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In connection with my Administration’s re-
quest for funds for FY 2000, the attached
report fulfills the requirements of section
1203 of the Act.

I want to emphasize again my continued
commitment to close consultation with the
Congress on political and military matters
concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina. I look
forward to continuing to work with the Con-
gress in the months ahead as we work to es-
tablish a lasting peace in the Balkans.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 12, 1999.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner
May 12, 1999

Thank you so much. Thank you. Ladies
and gentlemen, I want to join those who have
spoken before and thank everyone, from our
entertainers to the caterers to the servers,
everyone who made this wonderful evening
possible.

I want to thank Senator Torricelli for tak-
ing on the leadership of the Democratic Sen-
ate Campaign Committee. It is often a thank-
less task; but we have to recruit good can-
didates, and then they have to be able to get
their message out. If it weren’t for you, the
second part couldn’t occur. I want to thank
Senator Murray, who won a heroic battle for
reelection in the last election season, when
many people thought it would not happen,
and she won and won big, and she deserved
to.

And I want to thank our leader, Tom
Daschle. It is in no small measure because
of the way he held our Democrats together
and the way he spoke for and to ordinary
Americans from his position in the Senate
that we did so well in the last election, and
we’ll do even better in 2000. I am honored
every day I get to work with him in our lead-
ership effort.

Now, you’ve all had a good time tonight,
and the last thing you need is another long

speech. But I would like to try to emphasize
something Senator Torricelli said and make
a real point that I hope you can leave with.

Tomorrow morning, when you’re doing
whatever else you’re doing, if someone asks
you why you were here tonight, you could
say, ‘‘Well, I wanted to hear the band,’’ or,
‘‘I wanted to taste the food,’’ or, ‘‘I work for
somebody that made me go’’—[laughter]—
or whatever else. I would hope you could
give a better answer. And I would hope you
could tell people why you believe it’s impor-
tant that our party continue to do well and
that we win more seats in the Senate until
we win the majority back.

You know, I’m gratified by what Senator
Torricelli said about our record. I’m gratified
that we’ve got the longest peacetime expan-
sion in history and over 18 million new jobs
and that millions of children are getting
health insurance and 90 percent of our kids
are immunized against serious diseases for
the first time, and we’ve set aside more land
in permanent protection than any adminis-
tration, except those of Franklin and Theo-
dore Roosevelt. I’m gratified by all that.

But what you must understand is that even
when we have been in the minority in the
Congress, most of what has been achieved
in this administration would not have been
possible without the support of the Demo-
crats in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives. They deserve a full measure of
credit for every good thing that has happened
in the last 61⁄2 years.

The second thing I want to say is, it’s very
flattering, now that I can’t run for reelection
anymore, for Senator Torricelli or someone
else to say that I did a pretty good job leading
our country. But what we did in 1993, as
a result of the vote in 1992, was to bring
back old values and to bring new ideas to
the American people. And it was the com-
bination of reaffirming our devotion to op-
portunity for all, for responsibility from all
citizens, for the idea of an American commu-
nity in which every good person could be a
part, and the new ideas to prove we could
reduce the deficit and balance the budget
and still double spending on education and
the environment; to prove that we could im-
prove the economy and improve the environ-
ment at the same time; to prove that we


